New Exhibit at the Grantham Historical Society
Memories of the Grantham Mountain Fire
Grantham, N.H. — April 14, 2009 — A new exhibit at the Grantham Historical Society (GHS) remembers the Grantham Mountain fire of 1953.

The fire started when lightning struck the mountain in June, and took more than a month to extinguish. It was the talk of the area. Grantham, Newport, Croydon and Cornish residents along with the all the local fire departments, the United States Air Force, the Red Cross, and soldiers from Fort Devens in Massachusetts fought the fire valiantly. People parked their cars up and down Route 10 to watch the blaze. Ladies and young girls provided food for the rotating firemen. Two young girls from Germany, who recently became United States citizens, helped by sharpening tools used to fight the fire. 

“The fire was a challenge to all who fought it. There were no roads to the fire area and water was not nearby. Just climbing up the side of the mountain to get to the fire was a challenge in itself,” says Renee Gustafson, GHS exhibit coordinator. “It is said the fire lasted from June until the snow fell.” 
You can still see signs of the fire today — the exposed granite (“the gray ledges”) on Grantham Mountain due to the lack of regrowth after the fire. People still ask Grantham residents, “Is that snow on the mountain?” 
Stop in at the Grantham Historical Society to see a new exhibit with photos of the fire, interesting facts about the fire and, best of all, a “Memory Book” to sign.  “We want you to write, briefly or not, about memories you have of the fire,” says Gustafson. “Too young to remember the actual fire? Maybe you heard stories from your family or friends about the fire? Tell us! The “Memory Book” is a three-ring binder with loose leaf pages. If you wish, you can write your memories at home and bring it to the historical society.”
The Grantham Historical Society is located on 34 Dunbar Hill Road. It is open from 1 to 4 p.m. on Friday afternoons.
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Grantham Historical Society, organized in 1992, is dedicated to preserving the history of Grantham. The historical society is open every Friday afternoon from 1 to 4 p.m. at the old Village School building on 34 Dunbar Hill Road. Visitors are welcome; no appointment is necessary. GHS is on the Web at www.granthamhistoricalsociety.org

PRESS CONTACT

Grantham Historical Society

(603) 863-0971 or info@granthamhistoricalsociety.org

