Grantham Historical Society Dedicates Room to Ella B. Reney

Longtime Grantham Resident One of Society’s Founders

Grantham, N.H. — April 21, 2008 — A room of the Grantham Historical Society (GHS) will be dedicated to Ella B. Reney (1921-2005), one of the founders of the historical society, on Thursday, May 8 at 7:30 p.m.
Ella Reney was a Grantham resident nearly all of her life. She attended Grantham Village School and graduated in 1940 from Towle High School in Newport. After attending Keene State College, she taught school in the very same school she attended, Grantham Village School, for 10 years. Reney was one of the founding members of GHS in 1992, and served as vice president from 1993 to 1995 and secretary for seven consecutive years from 1997 to 2004. 
“Ella was a natural born historian. She recorded all meetings, set the agenda for meetings, arranged for speakers and in general, set the tone and direction of the Society,” says Allen W. Walker, president of the Grantham Historical Society. “She was the workhorse and sparkplug of the group and that is the reason we are dedicating the room in her memory.”

Grantham Historical Society’s annual meeting is 7 p.m., and at 7:30 p.m. the Ella B. Reney room will be unveiled. A new exhibit on Ella — prepared by Lea Frey, Diane Shagoury and Renee Gustafson — will chronicle Ella’s life, including her love of the Red Sox, theater, animals and gardening. An engraved sign at the room’s entrance has been donated by John Lovejoy of Impressions Advertising Specialties and the Grantham Area Chamber of Commerce.

“Ella’s love of the town of Grantham was a well-known fact. She enjoyed researching the history, talking with people in town and taking an active part in civic affairs,” says Reney’s daughter, Kathy LaCroix of Canaan, N.H. “My mother would be very pleased about the dedication, but would probably say it was too much.”

The Grantham Historical Society is located on 34 Dunbar Hill Road. The public is welcome to attend. Refreshments will be served.

ABOUT GRANTHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Grantham Historical Society, organized in 1992, is dedicated to preserving the history of Grantham. In 1995, the Selectmen formally established the Town Archives and appointed a town archivist. The archives and the historical society are open every Friday afternoon from 1 to 4 p.m. at the old Village School building on 34 Dunbar Hill Road. Visitors are welcome; no appointment is necessary. GHS is on the Web at www.granthamhistoricalsociety.org
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